Congress of the United States
MWashington, DE 20515

. September 30, 2014

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama,

We write in support of you taking appropriate action to continue to ensure our borders are
secure and enforce U.S. immigration laws in a way that prioritizes removing undocumented
immigrants who pose a public safety or national security risk. In addition, we ask that you use
your clear, pre-existing legal authority under existing statutes, where appropriate, to help
American businesses retain highly-skilled immigrant graduates and workers to continue to
innovate and grow.

We have long supported an overhaul of our immigration laws. As you know,
comprehensive immigration reform is supported by nearly every major business group that
represents companies of all sizes and sectors. In addition, it has wide support amongst the
American people from across the political spectrum. We advocated for comprehensive
immigration reform, including helping lead the introduction of HLR. 15 , the Border Security,
Economic Opportunity and Immigration Modernization Act. Over the last year since the Senate
passed comprehensive immigration reform with a strong bipartisan vote, we have worked to
build support for reform with our Republican colleagues.

We agree that the best and most lasting way to fix our immigration system is for Congress
to pass comprehensive immigration reform. In fact, we are confident that if Speaker Boehner
would allow H.R. 15 to come to the floor for a vote, it would pass with strong bipartisan
support. But despite the broad bipartisan embrace of comprehensive immigration reform, it is
unfortunately clear the Speaker will not move a bill forward this year. Since the Republican
leadership of the House failed to act, we strongly urge you to take appropriate administrative
actions to address the urgent problems we face with our immigration system.

We strongly urge you to use your clear, pre-existing authority to pursue actions that
continue to ensure our borders are secure and enforce U.S. immigration laws; specifically
prioritizing our resources to remove criminals and those who pose a public safety or national
security risk. Policies that split families, disrupt communities, and harm our economy are out of
line with our values as a nation. We urge you to provide relief from detention and deportation,
where appropriate, to undocumented immigrants who pose no risk to public safety or national
security.
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We appreciate the steps the Administration took earlier this year and urge you to use your
clear, pre-existing legal authority to further help American businesses retain high-skilled
immigrant graduates, workers, and entrepreneurs. American businesses that strive to innovate
and grow—and in turn strengthen the U.S. economy—require access to talented employees,
particularly those with specialized skills in the areas of science, technology, engineering and
math. These high-skilled workers make essential contributions to the growth of our innovation
economy, creating jobs and raising wages for Americans.

Unfortunately, our immigration system has not kept pace with the workforce needs of our
economy. The current system often prevents employers from hiring the workers they need, keeps
workers needlessly separated from their families because of backlogs, and sends some of our
brightest students back to their home countries to compete against us in the global
economy. This is due in part to insufficient H-1B visas for high-skilled workers, which must be
distributed by lottery each year, as well as extreme backlogs for green cards that stretch into the
decades for certain categories. We should be fostering the ability of high-skilled immigrants and
entrepreneurs to contribute to our economy and streamlining the green card process for the
benefit of our country’s innovative capacity and economic prowess. The exercise of your
authority can meaningfully advance the nation’s interests in these areas.

We recognize that despite any actions you take, Congress will ultimately need to act to
make all the changes necessary to modernize our immigration system. We remain committed to
continuing to push strongly for such action. But in the face of Republican resistance in the
House, and for the good of the American people and our economy, we urge you to take
appropriate administrative actions within your clear, pre-existing legal authority to address the
urgent problems we face with our immigration system.
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